THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

are few societies that can withstand the conditions of subjugation.
Indomitable patriots take different paths ; quislings and collabora-
tionists of all kinds abound ; guerrilla leaders, each with their personal
followers, quarrel and fight. There are already in Greece and Yugo-
slavia factions engaged in civil war one with another, and animated by
hatreds more fierce than those which should be reserved for the common
foe. Among all these varied forces the German oppressor develops
his intrigues with cynical ruthlessness and merciless cruelty.

It is hard enough to understand the politics of one's own country ;
it is almost impossible to understand those of foreign countries. The
sanest and the safest course for us to follow is to judge all parties and
factions dispassionately by the test of their readiness and ability to
fight the Germans and thus lighten the burden of the Allied troops.
This is no time for ideological preferences for one side or the other,
and certainly we, His Majesty's Government, have not indulged our-
selves in this way at all. Thus, in Italy we are working for the present
through the Government of the King and Badoglio; in Yugoslavia
we give our aid to Marshal Tito ; in Greece, in spite of the fact that a
British officer was murdered by the guerrilla organization called E.L.A. S.,
we are doing our best to bring about a reconciliation, or at least a
working agreement, between the opposing forces. I will say a word, if
the House will permit me, about each of these unhappy countries,
and the principles which should govern us, and which we are certainly
following.

We signed the Italian Armistice on the basis of unconditional
surrender with King Victor Emmanuel and Marshal Badoglio, who
were, and up to the present are, the legitimate Government of Italy.
On their authority, the Italian Navy, not without risk and loss,
surrendered to us, and practically all Italian troops and airmen who
were not dominated by the Germans also obeyed the orders they
received from the Crown. Since then these Italian forces have co-
operated with us to the best of their ability, and nearly 100 Italian
ships of war are discharging valuable services in the Mediterranean
and the Atlantic. Italian troops have entered the front line in Italy,
and although on one occasion they suffered severe casualties they
continue to fight alongside our men. Very much larger numbers are
engaged in indispensable services to the Allied Armies behind the
front. Italian airmen are also fighting at our side.

The battle in Italy, for reasons which I have already explained, will
be hard and long. I am not yet convinced that any other Government
can be formed at the present time in Italy which would command
the same obedience from the Italian Armed Forces. Should we succeed
in the present battle and enter Rome, as I trust and believe we shall,
we shall be free to discuss the whole Italian political situation, and we
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